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Polling District Review

Report of the Head of Legal, Democracy and HR – LDS/143

1. Purpose

1.1 To approve arrangements for a Polling District Review following changes to wards 
implemented by the Local Government Boundary Commission’s review of Crawley’s 
electoral arrangements and in accordance requirements the legislative requirements 
for regular reviews.

2. Recommendations 

2.1 That a Polling District Review be conducted as set out in paragraph 4.3 of the report

3. Reasons for the Recommendations

3.1 The changes to ward boundaries as a consequence for the Local Government 
Boundary Commission for England’s review will require a review of polling 
arrangements in the borough and it is proposed to combine this review with the 
statutory review which must be undertaken during the period between 1st October 
2018 and 31st January 2020.

4. Background

4.1 The Council has a duty to divide the Borough into polling districts and to designate 
suitable polling places so as to meet the reasonable requirements of electors and 
take sufficient account of the accessibility of disabled persons. The Electoral 
Registration and Administration Act 2013 introduced compulsory review periods of 
16 months beginning with 1st October 2013 and every fifth year after that. 

4.2 The Local Government Boundary Commission have conducted a review of electoral 
arrangements for the Council. The review concludes with the publication of the 
Commission’s final recommendations on 2nd October 2018 and will involve the 
redrawing of some ward boundaries. These changes mean making some changes to 
the current scheme of polling districts and places.



4.3 It is proposed to combine these two processes in a single polling district review to be 
held with the following timetable:

1st October - publish notice of review inviting comments on the suitability of existing 
polling arrangements
1st November – initial consultation ends
13th November – consideration by Governance Committee of the results of the 
consultation and proposals for a new polling scheme reflecting the final 
recommendations of Local Government Boundary Commission.
19th November – consultation on new arrangements begins 
28th December – consultation ends
14th January 2019 – Governance Committee considers final scheme for 
recommendation to Full Council
23rd January 2019 – Full Council considers final scheme
February 2019 – Electoral Register published to reflect new boundaries

4.4 It is proposed that the consultation begins at the earliest opportunity on 1st October 
with details included on the Council website and invitations to comment sent to local 
disability organisations, Councillors, County Councillors, the MP for Crawley and 
local political parties.

4.5 A report on the comments received together with the Acting Returning Officer’s 
response and proposals for changes as a result of the Boundary Review will 
prepared for the Committee’s meeting 13th November.

5. Implications

5.1 The creation or removal of polling districts and provision of additional polling places 
has financial implications in terms of the cost of staffing polling places, the delivery 
and collection of equipment and the hire of premises.

5.2 The Electoral Administration Act 2013 requires the Council to review polling districts 
and places every five years. Representations must be made by the Returning Officer 
to the Council and the Council must actively seek representations from persons it 
thinks have expertise in relation to access to premises or facilities for persons with 
different forms of disability. 

6. Background Papers

Electoral Commission – Reviews of polling districts, polling places and polling 
stations

Report author and contact officer: Andrew Oakley, Electoral Services Manager – 
01293 438346

https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/__data/assets/word_doc/0020/161633/Polling-district-review-guidance.doc
https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/__data/assets/word_doc/0020/161633/Polling-district-review-guidance.doc

